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Throughout Toni Morrison’s Beloved, readers 
are confronted with an onslaught of memories 
that are trying to come forth. Sethe and the 
other characters have been “beating back the 
past” (Morrison). 

Americans have faced a literal repression of the past 
through certain monuments and statues being 
allowed to be erected without having monuments or 
anything dedicated to the unimaginable pain and 
suffering that those who endured slavery and the 
after effects of slavery - a literal “beating back” of 
the past as if things that aren’t thought of or 
mentioned didn’t happen or don’t need to be thought 
about 
Living in the past destroys your present, we see this 
on pages 46-48 of Beloved where Baby Suggs can 
only see orange and there is only two squares of it 
that she can see, as opposed to all of the colors. We 
can also see this with “rememory” and how it affects 
the characters throughout the novel.
“It’s never too late to honor the dead.” (Morrison)

Through Morrison’s initiation of memorializing 
those who were victims of slavery, we see the 
“haunting” of those memories being brought to 
life. While this doesn’t make them any less 
painful, it gives us the ability to tackle the issues, 
similarly to when the community women 
exorcised Beloved in the novel, because Beloved 
herself is a manifestation of the things that were 
"There is no place you or I can go, to think 
about or not think about, to summon the 
presences of, or recollect the absences of 
slaves . . . There is no suitable memorial, or 
plaque, or wreath, or wall, or park, or 
skyscraper lobby. There's no 300-foot tower, 
there's no small bench by the road. There is not 
even a tree scored, an initial that I can visit or 
you can visit in Charleston or Savannah or New 
York or Providence or better still on the banks of 
the Mississippi. And because such a place 
doesn't exist . . . the book had to" (Morrison, 
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 “I just have the hunger for a permanent place. It 
doesn’t have to be a huge, monumental face cut into 
a mountain. It can be small, some place where you 
can go  
put your feet up. It can be a tree. It doesn’t have to 











As of April 5, 2019, there are 25 benches across the 
country in memoriam of those who endured the 
despicable circumstances of slavery and its after 
effects.
   
